AAA Traveler’s Companion

September 2009
Circulation: 2,836,029
UMV: 17,625

SEPTEMBER 2009

Amazing
echnicolor
Dream Road

Tune in to autumn reds and golds along Utah’s Highway 12.
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The glow of leaves hining Utah's Highwayv 12 begins in September.




Bv Peter Jaret

Ynu can drive front ong end of Uiah's highway 12 to the other in juat over

three hours. Bub | dare vou o try

MORE FALL FAVORITES

Whll & Autumnal colors may pu

vou more in mind of New
Hampahire than Nevada, the VWesi
dnes atage captivating d|.~3play.~3 of
fall foliage in places you might not
axpect—ior example, these aix
For more autumn drives, visit
viamagazine.com. For diractions
and navigation tools, go o

AAA comiroadtrip.

AUFDERHEIDE NATIONAL
SCENIC BYWAY Qragon.
Connecting both the Willametie
and McKenzig rivera, this Ad-mils
run through the weat aide of the
Cascade Range showcasges
maples and oaks as well as
old-growth Douglas fir. Mountain
bikera take note: The town of
akridge. naar the southam and of
the drive, ligs within reach of
naarly 400 f?ill“'& of riding trails.
When te ge: Late September to
aarly Qctober ueumg thera:
Haad weaat from Qakridgs on &R
58 for five milez. Tum right on
Foraat Road 19 and traval north 1o
SR 126,

This cunyy two-lane road in the
middle of southem Utah's high
desean is ong of the most
~3p sctacular drives in the YWeat
Sgueszing through narrow rock
canyons, 30aring to razor-edgs
ridgelines with jaw-dropping views,
and pasaing beneath airy groves of
aapena, the 125-mile route takes in
four state parks, two national parks,
a national foreat, and the Grand
Staircage-Eacalante National
Monument Dubbed the Joumney
Through Time Scenic Byway
Highway 12 offers plenty o see
throughout the year But during the
fall. when the maples. oaks. and
azpacially agpens are ablaze in
vibrant reds and golds, sven the
locals get out of their carg 1o ooh
and aah "One of the thinga | love is
the incradible variaty of landacapes
pasturalands. narrow canyons, and
then, suddenly, those vast
distances " says Valeng Orlemann,
a plein air pamter who regides in
the arsa "Add the incradible fall
colors, and s really a painters
dream "

aad 3outhaast on Highway 12
from just outaide Panguiteh, about
250 miles south of Sal Laks City




COLUMBIA RIVER GORGE
Qragon and Washingion. A
170-mile trek out and back along
the rivar takes in forests of naks,
maples, and alder in the weaat and
dry grasslands dominatad by
cottonwoods in the east. Detour:
The 345-mile Fruit Loop (Highways
35 and 281) out of Hood River
featuras apple and paar orchards,
alpaca ranchas, and a lavendsr
tarm. When te ge: Laie
Saptember to mid-Qctober
Getting there: Take -84 east out
of Portland o The Dalles. Cross
The Dalles Bridge, then go weat
on SR 14 o Vancouwver, Wash

FEAT HER RIVER SCENIC
Byway California. Thig 130-mile
route pasaes Lake Orville on its
way to the adge of the Great
Basin. then plungss into the
Feather River Canvon Here oak
treas aporting rad and orangs
laavas share the hillsides with
pondergsa pings. Stop by the
Plumas County Musaum in
{Quiney, which chronicles the
area's higtory a3 3 hub of mining
and logging activity in the 19h
century. When te ge: Late
Seaptember to early November
Getting there: Pick up SR 70 off
SR 9%, 3ix miles north of Oroville.
then head 2asi 1o the junction with
U5 394

and vou wont wai long to be
dazzled A few miles in. the route
anters Red Canyon. a compact
atretch of desen with somes of the
richieat crimaon-colored rocks found
amywheara '3 well worth atopping (|
wamed you) 1o walk the ong-mile
Birdaeye trail, which affords close-
up views of the totemlike spires of
rock called hoodoos that preside
over much of this terrain

Even this praview wont quite
prapars vou for the majesty of
Bryce Canyon National Park. The
park occupies the long, narrow
Paunzaugunt Plateau, overlooking a
Sweeping countryside carved with
thousands of hoodoos, standing at
attention like ranks of ghosatly
aoldiers Bryce desenes a leiguraly
vigit, Bul if vou don't have time to
axplore it drive four miles o
Fairyland Point. just outside the
gate, to view the park's otherworldhy
beauty

"Thig area was once pan of one of
the [argest 2and dune deposiig on
the face of the sath, stratching
from Wyoming to the southem tip of
MNevada " explaing Southem Uiah
Univerzity geologist Mark Colberg.
The ancient sand was compacis
Into 3tone and then wom away 1o
form the etched rock faces and
teatenng spires Bevond the small
towns of Tronic and Cannonville. 3




JUNE LAKE LOOP California. In
addition 1o winding through groves
of Aazpens in various shades of
vellow, orange, and rad, this
16-mile jaunt in the eastem S
meandars near four mountain
lakes—Grant, Silver, Gull, and
Jung, sach a popular spot for trout
fishing, boating, and bird-watching.
Don't forgat your camera. Thera's
ample opportunity 1o capture
aome foliage. paricularly as it's
reflected in the water. When to
ge: Late September o mid-
Qctober taptting thers: Haad
south from Lee Vining on .5 385
for five miles. Tum right on

SR 158

e

LAMOILLE CANYON SCENIC
BYWAY Nevada The lush,
lakefilled Ruby Mountains 3it in
atark conitrasi o the parchad
aivirons that make up much of the
(3reat Basin. Aspans and
cottonwonds add vallow and
orange hues o the hillsides in fall.
A amall parking arsa (slavation
8.800 faat) sitg at the end of the
13-mile road and offers trail
acceas for heaty hikers. When o
ge: Mid-September 1o mid-
Qctober Getting thera: From
Elko, follow SR 227 19 miles
southeast 1o Lamoille Watch for
Lamoille Canyon Read, then tum
right.

aeven-mile road off Highway 12

sads 1o Kodat‘hrom Baszin State
Rark. whers 2ons of erosion have
left behind ~.-.andamn== chimneys,
aome 170 feet tall. that seem o
defy gravity  Erosion also forms
cathadral-like arched recesses in
the rm:k‘ faces. Pull out at milepost
5110 s one of the mosi
impressive examples. which
eatures two stong grananses built
inte the arch by the Fremont
Indians 1,000 years ago.

It'3 hard to imagine now, buk in the
prehistonc past sections of this and
land were underwater At Escalants
Petrified Forest State Park, a shont
loop traill winds among the remains
of ancient trees toppled by
floodwaters and buned in silt, the
wood gradually replaced by ailica in
a surprisingly wide vansty of colors,
from sunny vellows to d‘-\-r*
purples. A fow atumps are 30 wall
presared vou can see the hark and
avan count the nngs.

MNowhere are the views more
dramatic than on the atretch of road
atter milepost 75 where Highway
12 climbsg the knm.n.dg rdge
known a3 the Hogsback, with
occasional 1.000-00t drops just
beyvond the shoulder From many
pull-offs yvou can se2 the rounds
dome of Navajo Mountain in the
distance and bevond Watermockst




PEND OREILLE SCENIC BYWAY l-nid ane arI\, 100 nui Iong b nd in
ldaho. Birch, tamarack larch. and  yhe saniva crust that stretches like
poplar help create a green-red-gold 3 cynain acroas the aurroundings
tapaatry in Idaho's Panhandle. The 0 the clearest daya. only the

33 Sviile drive to the Montana aiate cuvature {)f the aarth int&rrup-t:a

line huga the eaat gide of 85-mile~  5ur view
long Lake Peand Oreille and the ’

Clark Fork River, both of which
draw anglara casting for perch and
rainbow trout. Keap an aye opan
for papreyva, which fish the lake
watera as well. When e ge: Mid-
September 1o late October
Getting there: From Sandpoint,
iollow U S 95 10 miles noth o
State Highway 200, Tum right and
CONRINUS 233t

Though there are places o eat
along Hugh»«:ay 12, Hall's Backbone
Grill i3 3 daatination for devote
gourmats thanks o 8 mventive use
of traditional Southwestem
mngradignts such as ping nuis and
posole com—ioods hamveated by
some of the garliest inhabitants of
-m araa Yauil 3ee ramaing of the

& pits they ude at Anasazi State
Prark where a wlla«;‘, dating
between ad 1080 and 1250 has heen panially \.xc.auat The park's
amall but welldesignad mussum displays a spaar point from the lce Age
(the oldeat anifact ever found in the area) along with exquisite examples
of Anasazi potien

ARhough vou'll see aplashes of fall brilliance s&t against the more muted
desent colors all along the route. the real .~3how beging when Highway 12
climba the heavily foreated shoulder of Boulder Mountain, passing under
groves of aspens tranafonmead intoe a canopy of shimmering gold. The route
winds through 30 many changes in elevation that you're almoest certam o
find areas of peak color from late September through late October On
thmaa gentle hillz, bent trunks show where the ground shifted and young

ae3 had to night themselves Pronghom ant lope roam the slopes, as do
t.(}wlmyﬁ harding cattle from nearby ranchs:

Highway 12 ends—aor beging, depending on vour stating point—near the
pown of Torrey, not far fron the entrance o Lapnmt Reeaf National Park. The
park i3 namad for the roundad white Navajo sandstons formation that
razenibles the dome of the U S Capitol and for Waterpockst Fold, which
sarly pionserz. many of them former 3eamen, dubbed a reef becauas of ig
impasaably atesp cliff walla There's a world of difference between this
undulating environmeani and the ghoatly hoodoos of Brvc.\- and a world of
gight3 on the sxdraordinary byway that links them Take a camera
binoculars. a water boitle. 3 pair of sturdy walking shogs—and your tims
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Reaquest the Colorado & Utah TourBook and Nevada & Utah map at
ASA com or at any AAA branch office. For more on Highway 12, viait
utah.com/byways/highway_12.htm_ Area code i3 435 except a3 noted.

TO SEE AND DO

Anasazi State Park Highway 12, Boulder, 335-7308,
utah.com/stateparks/anasazi.htm Calf Cresk Recreation Area 15
miles east of Escalante, §28-549% utah.com/hike/calf_creek.htm.
Paunsaugunt Wildlife Museum Exhibits on area fauna 1845 W
Hwy 12, Bryce 834-5555 brycecanyonmuseum.com

EATS
Boulder Mesa Restaurant 185 £ Burr Trail Rd . Bowulder, 335-7447
bouldermesa.com. Cafe Diable Fare includes desen rattlesnaks
patties. 889 W Main St Torrey, 425-3070, cafediablo.net Clarka’s
Comiort food at a local favorite. 141 N Main St Tropic, §79-8383.
Cowboy Blues Salads. chicken, and ateak 30 Main 51 Escalame,
826-4577 Cowboy Smokehouse Meaquite-amoked ribs. 95 N Main
St Panguitch, §76-8030. Hell's Backbone Grill 20 N Hwy 12
Boulder, 335-7464 hellsbackbonegrill.com. Kiva Keiffeehouss
Highway 12, hetween Escalante and Boulder §28-4550),
kivakoffeehouse.com.

SLEEPS

Austin's Chuckwagen Motel From 364 for AAA members 12 W
Main, Torrey, (800) 883-32668 Best Western Capiiel Reef From 572
ior AAA mambers. 2800 E Hwy. 24 Torrey, (886) §10-96800. Bouldsar
Mountain Lodge From 599 20 N Hwy 12, Boulder, (800) 556-34486
Bryce Canyen Inn From 270 Highway 12, Tropic, 8798502 Cirgla D
Maial From 285 475 W Main 8t Escalante, 8284297 Purple
Sage Motel From 560 132 E Center St Panguitch, §76-265%




